
 

29th September 2016 

Dear Swimmers/Parents 

After the summer break and relaxation everyone seems to have settled back into the 
routine and fully focused on the training schedule and looking forward to the hectic 
season ahead. 

We had a great start and were hugely represented, and certainly made our mark, at 
the Malcolm Wilson Memorial Sprint Gala held at Darwen where there were some 
outstanding swims and we came away with a huge amount of medals and personal 
bests.  There was no prize for the Top Club but we are sure that if there had have been 
one, we would have certainly scooped the prize!   

Well done to everyone who took part, but special mention to the following swimmers 
who won individual medals in their age group categories, and not forgetting the 
swimmers who were members of the mixed relay teams in both the 200m medley and 
freestyle events. 

Medal winners 

9 yrs - Alex Eagles and Erica-Rose Dodd 
11 yrs - William Havers-Strong, Jamie Clayton and Lola Baron 
12 yrs – Anna Ashworth, Ben Havers-Strong, Matthew Boyd, Toby Pilkington and Lydia 
Dewhurst 
13 yrs – Olivia McGinty 
14 yrs – Hannah Raistrick, Alice Fox, Zak Smith-Shelley and Dakota Ravetali 
15 yrs – Harry Pilkington and Jack Huddart 
16 yrs – Miranda Bower  
17 yrs – Josh Lambert 

Thanks to those parents and swimmers who gave up their time to help out at the recent 
Car Boot sale and to those who donated items which helped the car boot sale to be an 
enormous success and to everyone who supported the Squad BBQ and Noel’s start of 
the season presentation.  It was great to see so many swimmers and parents 
supporting their swimmer, the coaches and the Club, so early in the season.   

Thanks to all parents who have come forward to offer to help the Club, either by taking 
on a Committee role; volunteering to support with the organisation and/or on the day, 
with our own gala planned for later this season; with securing donations and with the 
numerous ideas suggested for fund raising.  More updates will follow soon.  Don’t 
forget any help, however small, is very much appreciated. 

We hope you all managed to catch a glimpse of our ex-Bobcat, 18 year old Thomas 
Hamer at the Paralympic Games in Rio, win two silver medals in the S14 category in 
the 200m freestyle and 200m IM events.  Hopefully we can arrange for Tom to pop 
down to one of the training sessions and show off his Olympic medals and talk about 
his experience and inspire everyone.  Watch this space! 



Good luck to all swimmers, who will be competing for the first claimed clubs, at the 
forthcoming North Lancs Age Group Championships in Blackpool over the forthcoming 
weekends. 

Well done to all swimmers who have recently moved up a squad, but just a quick 
reminder if parents could double check that they are paying the correct standing 
order for their swimmer.  This is also particularly relevant for County or Regional 
squad swimmers who were previously training with Bobcats under the 50% 
membership fee arrangement (attending no more than 4 sessions a week at 
Bobcats) as they continued to train with their feeder club. If your Regional or County 
squad swimmer trains with the squad more than 4 times a week then the standing 
order should be the full monthly fee, as detailed on the membership forms on the 
website. This would really help our volunteer Treasurer and Membership Secretary if 
the correct payment was made.  

Forthcoming Dates 2016 

Saturday 22 October - Long Course Training – 6.30 to 8.30 pm 
5-6 Nov - North West Winter Regionals - All Qualifiers 
18-20 Nov - Stockport Metro - All Qualifiers 
Saturday 26 November - Long Course 4.30 to 6.30 pm 
Sunday 27 November - Bolton Metro: County & Regional  
3-4 December - Preston Swimming Club Christmas Countdown - County & Regional  
10 December - Christmas Party 
17-18 December – Leeds - National Squad 

Regularly check our website www.burnleybocats.org.uk for news, competitions and 
entry closing dates and important updates and remember to follow us on Facebook 
and Twitter. 

The Committee & Coaches 

 

Committee Members 

Head Coach – Noel Horton     Assistant Coach – Craig Lord 
Chairman: Tom Fenton 

Vice Chairman: Matt Holden 
Treasurer: Sharon Beaven 

Secretary : (vacant) 
Membership Officer : Michelle Boyd 

Welfare Officer : Vicki Rennolds 
Competition Secretary : Natalie Ashworth 

Social Secretary & Disability Officer : Mandy Brown  
Swim 21 Co-Ordinator : Louise Taylor 

Press Secretary : Christine Norman  

 

                                                          

http://www.burnleybocats.org.uk/

