[image: image1.jpg]


     

      
S.A.S.A North District

NORTH DISTRICT AGE GROUP CHAMPIONSHIPS (LC)
Aquatics Centre, Aberdeen Sports Village, Regent Walk, Aberdeen AB24 1SX
25th,26th & 27th March 2022
INFORMATION FOR OFFICIALS

Meet Referee: - Durno Jessiman
07769173317

        
   durnojessiman@outlook.com STO Manager: - Colin Oswald





   theoswalds2@icloud.com
On behalf of the North District I would like to thank you for giving up your valuable time to assist at this meet.  Please contact Colin or myself if you have any questions not covered in these notes or if your availability changes.  If you are not on the list for a particular session but can volunteer, then please let us know as soon as possible.
General Information
	Licence
	

	Jurisdiction
	This event will be conducted under FINA Technical Rules and Scottish Swimming Regulations.

	Accreditation
	Please wear your current British Swimming Licence (except timekeepers) as well as your SASA and STO membership cards Technical officials must wear their STO / Club Timekeeper registration Badge to gain access to the Changing Village and poolside.

	Parking
	There are 4 car parks at ASV, 2 on Regent Walk (nearest pool) and a further 2 are available on Linksfield Road.  On street parking is also available.

	Changing
	Please note that you should use the lockers (£1 coin refundable is required) in the “Changing Village”.  

	Meals
	Meal tickets will be available at the end of the morning and afternoon sessions.

	Mobile Phones
	Please ensure that your mobile phone is switched off or on silent at all times while on poolside.   If you need to take a call then please ensure your position is covered before leaving poolside to do so.

	Lanes
	We will use lanes 0-9 for both heats and finals.


Session Times

	Session
	Date
	Warm up
	Briefing
	Start

	1
	25th March
	17.00
	17.00
	17.30

	2
3

4
	26th March
26th March

26th March
	08.00
12.30

17.00
	08.35
13.05

17.15
	09.05
13.35

17.45

	5
6

7
	27th March
27th March

27th March
	08.00
12.30

17.00
	08.35
12.30

17.15
	09.05
13.35

17.45


Health & Safety

Health & Safety announcements will be made at the start of each session.  If an emergency arises during a session the Race Referee must stop any event in progress and ensure that all swimmers leave the pool in an orderly manner.  Follow the instructions of authorised staff – please do not return to the changing village for belongings.  

Presentations
There will be no Medal presentations at this event
Marshalling
Coaches and team managers will be issued with a timetable, for each session, for swimmers to report to the marshalling area prior to their events.  Failure to report to the marshalling area prior to the heat leaving the Final marshalling area will result in the swimmer being “withdrawn”.  The marshals should inform the Referee, Announcers and AOE Box of any such withdrawal and also if reserves are being given a swim.  This applies to heats and finals.

Officials Dress Code
Please note that “whites” must be worn, it is not permissible for officials to wear shorts on poolside.  

Officials Meetings and Appointments
Officials appointments will be posted in the STO room (upstairs) on a daily basis - please remember to sign in at least 30 minutes prior to the start of each session (minimum).  There will be a meeting for Officials in the STO Room (upstairs) 30 minutes before the start of each session.  If the Meet Referee is delayed for a briefing session one of the session referees will deputise.  Debrief meetings will be held after sessions only where necessary.
Prior to the briefings
Referees please ensure that the pool is properly set up for the competition and that there is a full complement of starters and judges.  
Chief Timekeepers - please ensure that there is a full complement of timekeepers.

Please advise Colin or myself if anyone has not signed in.

Officials March on & March off

There will be no march on at this meet, officials should be in place 10 minutes before the designated session start time.  Officials will be asked to leave the pool by the announcer at the end of each session, you do not have to march off but please leave in an orderly fashion.
Officials Protocol
If an Inspector of Turns at the Start End does not have a swimmer in his/her lane they do not need to stand on the Referees long whistle.   50m events will start at the turn end of the pool and Inspector of Turns at the start end should stand to indicate that they are ready for the start – a strobe light will be placed between lanes 4/5 to assist timekeepers/judges at the start.  

Inspectors of Turns at the Turn End do not need to stand on the Referees long whistle (apart from 50m events).

Headsets & Radios
The Referees, Stroke Judges, Chief Inspector of Turns (both) and Chief Timekeeper will require headsets.  The AOE will also require a headset.

Please ensure that they are working when you get them and also on the poolside before the session starts.

After each session please return the headsets to the STO room.

Watches
There will be one TK in every lane IOT,s will not require a watch.  There will be one IOT at the finish end of every lane(apart from session 1)  IOT please operate the AOE back up button
Guidance to Officials

During the heats swimmers can leave the pool by either side – during the finals they must leave the pool by the side opposite the AOE box.
Infringements and Disqualifications
The race referee must be informed verbally, as soon as possible, there will be a chief Inspector of turns at each end  if an infringement is going to be reported please stay up on the boom until relieved by the CIT, CIT should inform the referee by radio as they will not accept reports received after the result of a race has been declared.

Written reports (detailing Event, Heat, Lane, Start/Length/Turn and infringement) must be completed and signed by the person reporting the infringement and passed quickly to the Referee.

Please use the language of FINA and report what you have seen.

· If reporting a one handed touch please record which hand touched.

· If reporting a non-simultaneous touch, please record the order in which the hands touched.

· If reporting hands not separated at turn or finish, please record which hand was on top of the other.

It is the Referee’s responsibility to complete the FINA rule number.

Officials making a report should keep their own note of the report in case there is a protest.
Swimmers will not be informed of disqualification by the referees – DQs will be announced asap.

Relay Take Overs
Relay Takeovers will be judged electronically but IOT should report any infringement to the referee.

Starts
Over the top starts will apply for heats apart from backstroke events.

Please note that swimmers will normally be asked to leave the water at the end of each event.

Referees
We will be operating with two race referees per session, one for Men’s events and one for Women’s events.  Remember you are working as a team, so if one Referee has to deal with an issue the other should be ready to step in to take charge of the next heat/event.

When you are happy with the race result please confirm to the AOE Operator (normally a thumbs up).  Please ensure that AOE Operator’s vision is not blocked by anyone standing in front of the AOE room.

When you are satisfied with the report for an infringement, please confirm the disqualification to the

AOE Operator and to the Announcers.

Please try and keep to the published timetable – it affects when swimmers have to marshal.

About 5 to 8 minutes leeway, either way, is permissible – more than that there may be an issue.

There will be a supply of Disqualification Report slips at the Recorder’s Desk.

Referees are reminded that they need to be available for 30 minutes after the completion of the last race in case of protests - not necessarily on the poolside, but on the premises.  If there are any protests please use the latest Scottish Swimming Protest Form (Issue 1 – Feb 2012).

Starters
Please ensure that all starting equipment is present and functioning before the start of each session.  This includes availability of visual start equipment.

In agreement with the Referee please use the microphone to ask the swimmers to leave the water.
Chief Inspectors of Turns (CITs)
Please observe the Inspectors of Turns so that you can inform the Referee as quickly as possible if there is a report being made.  Please follow this up over the headset with more detail of the report and then ensure the written report reaches the Referee as soon as possible.   Be prepared to provide cover, if necessary, for Inspectors of Turns who need to make a report to the Referee.

Inspectors of Turns
Inspectors of Turns – please stand behind the blocks after the start signal in order to clearly observe the starts.   

All Inspectors of Turns - once you have determined that a start, turn or finish complies with the rules please stand back from the end of the lane. If you wish to report an infringement please remain standing at the end of your lane(s) and signal discretely to the Chief Inspector of Turns (CIT) that you are making a report.  The CIT will inform the Referee immediately by radio that there is a report coming in before speaking to the Inspectors of Turns.  The CIT will confirm details, verbally, to the referee and step in to the judge’s position in order that the report slip can be completed and signed by the Judge once agreed by the Referee.

Finish Judges
Please take the finish order of each race and be ready to confirm the order to the Referee when asked.  Also please be prepared to be an additional spare Judge if needed, at either end of the pool, and operate your watch as per the spare Judge.

Stroke Judges
Please ensure that the false start rope is attended at the start of each race and that you are familiar with its operation.

If you are reporting an infringement please inform the Referee immediately that there is a report coming in, confirm details verbally then report to the Referee and complete the report, if required.  In freestyle events Stroke Judges are not required to walk the course.  One Judge will stand at 15m from the start end or 15m from the turn end – please liaise with each other regarding position.  For all other strokes, one will be at the 5m mark for the start of the race and the other at the 15m mark and this will be the approximate distance from each other as you walk the course (if we have two Judges of Stroke on the same side of the pool) – remember it is part of your duty to assist with the starts, turns and finishes.

Where there are two Judges of Stroke on each side of the pool please also be prepared to act as an additional spare Judge for Inspectors of Turns if required.


Chief Timekeeper & Timekeepers
The Chief Timekeeper(s) will have a headset to allow for quicker notification of manual times if required.

The Chief Timekeeper appointed for each session will be responsible for ensuring that any equipment given out to timekeepers/judges is returned at the end of each session. 
The Chief Timekeeper will collect the start sheets at the end of the session and give them to the Recorders.
Please ensure you use two stopwatches and stop your watches on the fastest and slowest swimmer in each race and record the time of the winner of each race.   Please be ready to quickly notify manual times to the Referee or AOE Box when requested to do so.
Timekeepers should stand on the first long blast of the Referee’s whistle.  At the end of the race they will record the official time for their swimmer directly onto their time sheet.

There will be one time keeper per lane so no need to circle or average times
Please be ready to supply an official manual time if and when asked.
Recorders
Event/final results from the AOE Operator should be checked for records and accuracy.  Please keep a summary sheet of all DQs for Meet Referee and ensure that they are recorded in the results.

Withdrawals will be notified to you and you should inform the AOE box of all withdrawals as soon as possible.  Please also record all late withdrawals along with the reason e.g. medical etc.
800 & 1500 metre Individual Events
Lap cards will be at the turn end.  Please hold the lap cards throughout the race and hold in such a way as the swimmers can see them as they come into and out of the turn.  Please ensure that they are visible to the other officials who will be checking that they are turned correctly.  Please take them back to your seat after each race.   The Marshals will ask the swimmers which side of the lane they want their lap cards held at and they will advise the Chief Inspector of Turns who will be responsible for advising each inspector of turns accordingly.   The Inspector of Turns at the start end are responsible for ringing the bells and should take them back to their seats after each race.  Please ensure that the Referee is able to see your readiness to ring the bell when required.

General
Remember that we are here primarily for the swimmers benefit.  The event must be taken seriously and you must conduct yourself in a professional manner however please enjoy your time on poolside; we are all volunteers giving freely of our time for the benefit of our young athletes.

Durno Jessiman
Meet Referee
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