
Chair’s Report  

It has, to say the least, been a very strange year, with nearly six months out of the pool for our 

swimmers as the country grappled with the Covid-19 pandemic. Bearing this in mind, I thought it 

best to split this report into two halves, divided at the point in early March when the pools shut. 

Pre-lockdown 

Before lockdown, things were running very smoothly. The squads were the fullest they had ever 

been guided by an established and settled coaching team, the Swim School was full, and the spirit 

within the club was upbeat. The performances in the pool were also strong as proven by an 

excellent performance in the Arena League and a bumper year for qualifiers and podium finishes 

at the Surrey County Championships.  

The decision to end talks with South Croydon SC over a possible merger also meant that we had 

turned our attention to some of the longer-term projects we had been looking at for the club, but 

just as we were looking forward to a strong performance at the Regionals we found ourselves 

locked down. 

Lockdown 

As with most parts of society we found ourselves in an unprecedented situation, but thanks to the 

efforts of the Executive Committee we were able to stabilise the club and keep paying our coaches 

- with the support of the Government furlough scheme and the generosity of members paying 

monthly retainers even while no swimming was possible. 

Once restrictions started to be loosened, we were able to negotiate with our pool providers and 

find our way back into the pool by late August. I am delighted that we have been able to get back 

to pre-Covid levels of pool time, something that cannot be said for most other clubs not only in 

London but throughout the country. Already, we are hearing reports of long-standing clubs in 

London and beyond having to fold as the sector struggles to get back on its feet. 

Looking Forwards 

It is clearly still an uncertain time, but we are back in the pool, the swimmers are getting their 

fitness back and parents are getting used to the swim run again, and frankly, long may that 

continue. During lockdown we were also able to move forward with a couple of our long-term 

projects, most notably the switch to Team Unify for squad fees and the introduction of a new and 

very stylish range of teamwear.  

A few words of thanks 

We would not have made it through the lockdown without the hard work of our Treasurer 

Graeme and our Club Secretaries Katharine and Simone. In addition, we would not have been able 

to return to the pool without the efforts and dedication of our Welfare Officer and Covid-19 lead 

Mariana, our Swim Secretary Emma, and our Membership Secretary Carolyn. The club survived 

this period through their heroic efforts, and they deserve our thanks. 

Finally, I want to say a particular thanks to our retiring Treasurer Graeme Blair. Graeme has been a 

stalwart of the Committee for many years, coming in at a time when the club was in financial 

difficulties and lending us his considerable accountancy skills to guide us to a position of relative 



financial strength, so much so that we were able to weather the unprecedented situation we 

found ourselves in this year. It is not an exaggeration to say that the club owes Graeme a great 

debt of gratitude and I for one will miss his wise counsel. 

Lee Findell, Chair 

 

Treasurer’s Report for the year ended 31 March 2020 
 
As the accounts for the year ended 31 March 2020 have been finalised and reviewed by an 
independent person I attach them and provide the following commentary: 
 
Throughout the year to 31 March 2020 the club was expecting to break even and the squad fees 
were set at a rate which was designed to meet this objective. It transpired that the demand for 
swimming was slightly greater than forecast and it was possible that a very modest profit was 
going to be generated. 
 
In Spring 2020 two unexpected events occurred that impacted on the club’s finances. In February 
2020 Thomas Moore’s pool suddenly closed due to a building issue. This prevented the swim 
school from continuing at its main pool. In March 2020 the COVID-19 crisis hit and this affected 
both the swim school and the squads.  Both the swim school and the squads received fees from 
parents for sessions which were subsequently cancelled. Those fees, totalling an estimated 
£14,000, have not been recognised as income in the attached accounts. They have been 
recognised as prepayments of income for the year ended 31 March 2021. This advance payment is 
one of the reasons that squad fees for September 2020 were set at 50% of their normal rate. 
 
The impact of a £14,000 reduction of income has been that the club made a loss of approximately 
£9,400. If the above had not occurred then I would have expected to have reported a profit in the 
year ended 31 March 2020. The club continues to be viable and the loss to 31 March 2020 does 
not affect its long-term stability. 
 
On 1 April 2020 all the squad coaches were put on furlough. 80% of their salaries were recovered 
from HMRC and 20% paid by the club. The monthly contribution of £10 for each squad swimmer 
during lockdown was a contribution to the 20% of salary costs which were not reimbursed from 
HMRC. During lockdown the club has been managed to run at a breakeven position. Squad 
swimming has recommenced and the swim school is also restarting, but a later time then the 
squads. 
 
For the rest of 2020 there is no intention to increase squad fees. Squad fees are reviewed annually 
with effect from 1 January and the 2021 squad fees will be announced in due course. 
 
This is my last annual review of the club’s finances as I am stepping down at the AGM. I will be 
replaced by Michael Lam, father of Steven. Can I use this report as an opportunity to thank all the 
parents and fellow committee members for their assistance and support in the numerous years 
that I have been the club’s treasurer. 
 

Graeme Blair, Treasurer 

 



 

  Club Secretary Report 2019/20 

Our 2019/2020 season has proved to be both interesting and challenging, with an early end to 

training and competitions due to the COVID-19 pandemic. As a committee we have continued to 

work in the background to support our coaching staff and members, and to ensure a COVID-secure 

return to swimming for the start of the new season.  Our thanks go to all our dedicated coaching 

team, officials, volunteers and committee members who have given their time and commitment 

throughout this year.  

At last year’s AGM Carolyn Browne initially joined the Committee in a new role as Volunteer Co-

ordinator. She subsequently agreed to take on the role of Membership Secretary as well, 

supported by ourselves and Laura Brooks, our then Social Secretary. Unfortunately due to work 

commitments, Laura has had to step down. We thank her for all her hard work and commitment 

over the years to the club: as a parent of a swimmer, member of the committee, regular volunteer 

and overall staunch supporter of CASC! 

Our membership continues to grow both within the swimming school and our competitive and 

fitness squads. We thank Angie Kopka, our Swim School Administrator, and Carolyn for their work 

in supporting this. We also thank Carolyn for taking forward the volunteers role – little did she 

know how busy and vital this role would be! 

We offer thanks as well to Graeme Blair. He is finally stepping down as Club Treasurer at this 

year’s AGM. He has been pivotal during the pandemic at ensuring the club maintained its financial 

security. Whilst we do have interest for a replacement for Graeme’s role, and our current 

committee members are remaining in post, there is always room for more to join us!  

We must also acknowledge thanks to Fiona Blair too, who has stepped down as our Trophy 

Secretary. She has been in this role for a number of years and always ensured medals and trophies 

(of which there are so many) were placed with their rightful owners! Jackie Tonks has kindly 

volunteered to take this role on. 

Massive thanks must also be offered to our Club Chair, Lee Findell. His commitment to the club is 

unfailing. He has worked tirelessly throughout the year to take the club forward. With the added 

challenge of a pandemic, he has liaised with Swim England, pool operators, alongside Emma 

Brown, our Swimming Secretary and Mariana Turner, our Covid-19 and Welfare Lead.  There have 

been numerous permutations and combinations of training offerings and thanks must be afforded 

to Lee for the fact that we have so much pool time to offer our swimmers in comparison to a 

number of other London clubs! 

If you have some time to be able to volunteer to assist the club no role is too onerous and will 

assist us enormously.  We are currently reliant on a rota of parents to help support the safe entry 

and exit of swimmers from the pools. Without your help the sessions would not be able to go 

ahead.  

With a return to the pools coinciding with the start of a new season it remains uncertain how 

competitive swimming will look for this year. We will endeavour to ensure your swimmers 



continue to train following Swim England guidance and keep our members updated as much as 

possible. 

Simone Kelly & Katharine Malhotra, Club Secretaries 

 

AGM Head Coach Report 2019-2020 

 

I would like to thank all the coaching and teaching team, the committee, all our volunteers, 

parents and most importantly the swimmers for an amazing job during this “short” season and 

effort put into development of each Squad,  and the Club overall.  Unfortunately the global 

pandemic situation didn’t let us run a season to the end, however, we have still been able to 

achieve great results in first 6 months cycle. 

 

At the beginning of September we ran a special boot camp over 2 days at Whitgift. Swimmers took 

part in the pool, outdoor land training and class room on day one and the second day were joined 

by Lizzie Simmonds a former European 200m Backstroke Champion and Olympic swimmer at 

London 2012. Lizzie helped out with the backstroke skills in the pool session and spoke about 

demands in competitive sport and how to support our swimmers and encouraged an interest to 

swimming.  

 

Our Club Championships were split into six separate galas between September and December. 

Every year our swimmers are gaining fantastic results. However, this time there were a number of 

club records, breaking longstanding times which was absolutely incredible. 

4 swimmers in total broke 16 records: 

Ava Kelly - 50 Backstroke, 50 Breaststroke, 50 Fly, 100 Backstroke, 100 Breaststroke and 100 IM 

Amy Brown - 50 Back and 100 Back 

Lucia Hopper - 200 Fly 

Zain Lam - 50 Back, 50 Free, 50 Breast, 50 Fly, 100 Fly, 100 Free and 100 IM  

 

The short course London Winter Regional Championships were held at the London Aquatic Centre 

over the weekend of 2nd and 3rd November 2019. Competing in two age categories 11-15 y and 16 

&over where our team achieved a total of 12 PBs between them. 

 

Arena League 2019 - the most exciting gala for all swimmers and coaches! It was another year that 

CASC competed in Division One and finally after two average years; Amphibians finished 7th overall 

in the league. This was an absolutely great achievement and huge improvement for all CASC 

swimmers in each age group. 

 

The County Championships are one of the most anticipated and important competitions of every 

season and first step on the Championship ladder. Swimmers compete against the best in Surrey. 

This season we had 56 qualifiers from Pewter, Silver, Gold, Diamond and Platinum squads 

representing CASC in 230 individual events. Our swimmers won 19 medals and achieved many 

PBs.  

 



It has been the best Surrey Championships in the last few years and we hope that these results will 

inspire more swimmers to work hard to compete at this level next year. Thanks to all coaches for 

their hard work and preparing of their swimmers for the competition.   

 

Surrey Age Group Championship 2020 

 

Age 10-11  

13 swimmers qualified (7 girls & 6 boys) 

Gold – 1 medal (50 free Dylan Odeleye) 

Silver – 3 medals (100, 200 & 400 free Dylan Odeleye) 

Bronze – no medals 

 

Age 12-13 

16 swimmers qualified (8 girls & 8 boys) 

Gold – no medals 

Silver – 4 medals (50, 100 & 200 fly, 200 back Josh Dolling) 

Bronze – no medals 

 

Age Under 16 

20 swimmers qualified (7 girls & 13 boys) 

Gold – 5 medals (50, 100 & 200 breast, 50 fly, 50 free Zain Lam) 

Silver – 1 medal (100 fly Zain Lam) 

Bronze – 2 medals (50 & 100 breast Ava Kelly) 

 

Age 16&over 

7 swimmers qualified (5 girls & 2 boys) 

Gold – 1 medal (50 back Amy Brown) 

Silver – 1 medal (50 free Anna Woolley) 

Bronze – 1 medal (100 free Anna Woolley) 

 

County Championships summary: 

 56 swimmers qualified (27 girls and 29 boys) 

 230 individual entries 

 19 medals (7 golds, 9 silvers and 3 bronze) 

 

I believe that in the next season together we will lead CASC to another successful year. 

 

Patryk Folinski, Head Coach 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WATER POLO REPORT May 2019 – April 2020 
 

At the end of this AGM year water polo, like all other sports, was hit by Covid19 and the pools shut 
in the 3rd week of March 2020, and all water polo stopped. Our pool reopened on 31st August 
2020. 
 
Prior to Covid19, the senior men’s team played in the British Water Polo League and finished 7th in 
phase 1 division 3, winning 2 and losing 5 of our games. This division was very closely contested, 
and we were only 3 points behind 3rd place! We progressed to play in Championship Div  3 where 
we played well to finish 3rd  with 5 wins and 2 lost games, which gains us promotion back to 
Division 3 for phase 1 of next season. The 20/21 season has been cancelled and delayed now 
taking place in 21/22. This represents the 24th best team in the UK, 5 places down from last year.  
The 1st team finished 2nd in Surrey League division 1, behind a strong Sutton & Cheam team! The 
team finished 7th in the London League Premier division, with 4 wins, and 8 lost games. The team 
was only 2 points away from 4th place in a very competitive division. 
 
The second team finished in 1st place in the Surrey Division 2, finishing with 5 wins and 1 lost 
game. The team did not play in the London League. We have less 17 and 18-year-old juniors to 
select from in this season and will do for some seasons to come. Our experienced older players are 
getting older and competition is becoming more challenging. 
 
The 3rd team consisting of youth and over 40 players finished 1st in the Surrey Division 3, with 2 
wins, 1 draw and 1 lost game; a fantastic performance which repeated the success of the last 3 
years. 
 
In the Surrey Tom Dwyer handicap Cup, our 1st team lost by handicap in the first round.  
 
The men’s squad then played in the London League Winter Championships, which is open to 
Clubs in the South of England and played between November and March, and although the league 
was unable to finish all fixtures due to Covid 19 we were likely to finish 5th or 6th in Division1 with 
only 2 wins, 1 draw and 7 lost games. We again struggled with commitment and player availability 
(with many players away at university) particularly for away games! We also played in the 
Thameside League using a team of youth and experience to suit the opposition. We had a 
successful season and were heading to retain the title when Covid 19 stopped other fixtures and 
the league not completed.  
 
Our Ladies team continued their success by winning the London Water Polo League Summer 
(2019) and the 2019/20 Winter Championships. They were undefeated. 
 
The Junior teams played in the under 16, under 15, under 14, under 13 and under 12 age groups in 
the London Water Polo League (LWPL).  
 
At under 16 age group (2004 and later). Unfortunately, after 2 games (won 1 and lost 1) the 
competition was cancelled due to coronavirus. 
 
At under 15 age group (2005 and later) we competed in Division 2 and enjoyed an unbeaten 
season winning all 10 games. The challenge for next season is to step up to Division 1. 
 



At under 14 age group (2006 and later) we played in Division 2 where we competed well to finish 
2nd with 3 wins, 2 drawn and 3 lost games.  
 
At under 13 age group (2007 and later), where we have many promising players. We finished 2nd in 
the Division and could have taken top spot with more discipline and concentration. The team 
needs to grow in size as well! 
 
The under 12 age group (2008 and later) had a frustrating season, 2 tournaments were played but 
we did not play the final tournament due to coronavirus. The team had won 1 won and lost 7 but 
they are young and inexperienced, without any outstanding players. The players need to 
concentrate during games and put into practice what they have learnt in training! 
 
Our U18 and U16 girls had a fantastic season winning both the London League Under 18 
competition and the under 16 competition. 
 
Players represented the Surrey teams in the Inter-counties Over 50 and Over 40 Championships, 
and at under 18 age group (only girls who were the winners), under 16 (girls 2nd behind Sussex) 
and under 14 mixed. 
 
During the year Sarah Mdaoukhi, Pippa Danielson, Juliet Lyons, and William Burbidge have been 
selected for the National Academy and we have many players attending the London Regional 
Academy which trains at Crystal Palace. 
 
We received funding from the Jack Petchey organisation and we continued to receive Sponsorship 
from Equilux Electrical contractors. 
 
Academy teaching takes place on Saturday mornings at 9.30am at Whitgift for 8 to 13 year olds 
with regular attendances of up to 26 young players learning the game and having some fun. These 
sessions are offered to any CASC swim squad member  FREE of charge. Milan Jotic is providing 
excellent coaching and leadership and Ultan Brenan is our inspiring and motivating Team Manager 
for the young players. Milan, Chris Martin, and Ellie Danielson all qualified as Level 2 Coaches in 
February 2020. 
 
The water polo section has 80 playing members and the club has 3 active SE qualified Assistant 
water polo coaches and three Level 2 Coaches. We also now have 5 active or qualified Referees 
that are helping the sport.  
 
Water polo is offered to all Club members and is particularly keen to recruit new players from the 
swim squads. 
  

Chris Martin, Water Polo Secretary and Coach casc_waterpolo@outlook.com  
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 Masters Report 2019/2020 
 
The Masters have been a section of CASC for over 20 years. The “mature” swimmers range in age 
from those who have just finished in age group squads to those who are retired. All abilities and 
age ranges are welcomed. 
 
There are many who have joined from other swimming clubs and we always welcome youngsters 
from CASC especially, who would like to carry on swimming with the club. Some swim to stay fit, 
some like to take part in Masters swimming competitions in the pool and/or open water, including 
several Channel swimmers, and some or do extra training for water polo, triathlon or running. 
Everybody has their own reason, and it is inspiring sometimes to see people battling with their 
problems and health issues. Training becomes a major part of your social life and becomes much 
easier when shared with friends.  
 
Recently, more people are becoming interested in open water swimming or multi discipline events 
like triathlons. So now, Croydon Amphibians masters may be found escaping from the chlorinated 
atmosphere of indoor pools, donning their wet suits and jumping into lakes. A few members have 
even swum the English Channel either individually or as part of relay teams. Other types of clubs, 
running clubs or triathlon clubs are setting up their own swimming training. Building links with 
these organisations with the common interest in swimming could be a way forward for the 
Masters. 
 
Over the past 12 months members of the Masters squad have competed in a variety of pool based 
events both in the UK and over Europe. Unfortunately, this year the busy spring calendar of meets 
was all cancelled, including Surrey’s, British National’s and Europeans. Additionally, members have 
competed in open water swims, both locally and internationally and done well. 
 
Special mentions go to: Lucy Ashdown-Parkes who completed a solo channel crossing this past 
weekend. Additionally, Deborah Vine set a world record at the World Winter Swimming 
Championships at Lake Bled Slovenia in the 200m freestyle (FYI: this was outdoors in February!) 
 
Unlike the squads, where swimmers are maturing quickly and going off to university etcetera, we 
have a core of swimmers who stay with us over a long period and bring stability to the club. We 
have also been lucky enough to have both Chris and Marianne coaching the squad this past year 
bringing expertise and enthusiasm to the sessions.  
 

Anne  Raymond, Masters 

 


