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Club records tumble
as Boldmere storm to
sixth spot at nationals
By MICHAEL BEARDMORE
Sports Reporter

BOLDMERE Swimming Club
cemented their status as one of
the best junior squads in the
country with a top-six finish at
the National Inter-League
final in Corby.

The A team had qualified for
the finals for the fifth time in
the club’s history by finishing
second in the 42-team-strong
Nuneaton and District League
and then coming through a
strong northern semi-final.

At the finals, against strong
competition dominated by
city-wide clubs, Boldmere
held on to the sixth spot they
recorded last year, with City of
Leeds retaining their title on a
day of outstanding swimming
which is sure to have involved

future Olympians.
Boldmere notched up an

amazing 27 personal bests,
together with four individual
club records and three relay
club records as they were
cheered on by a large and
noisy travelling contingent.

The individual highlight of
the afternoon was Oliver
C a rl e s s ’ win in the 25m 9-yr
backstroke in a club record
time of 18.58secs. He also
claimed silver in the 25m free-
style in another club record of
1 4 . 9 2 s e c s.

And the travelling support
did not have to wait long to see
the next club record to fall as
Erin Davis, competing in the
next race, completed her 50m
breaststroke in 40.85secs.

Hot on her heels was
William Cooper’s second place
in the boys’ 10-yr breaststroke,
while Ben Smith claimed

bronze in the 11-yr 50m back-
stroke, taking 0.7secs off his
previous best time.

Leo Karski took 12-yr
butterfly bronze before
Boldmere fell away slightly as
the strength in depth of their
larger rivals began to tell.

However, rapidly-improving
Nadya Sterling put in a fine
performance, taking more
than half a second off her per-
sonal best to finish third in the
g i rl s ’ 9-yr 25m backstroke and
then beat her personal best in
the butterfly.

The final top three individu-
al spot came towards the end of
the gala as Toby Chiles
touched home in third place in
a close, blanket finish in the 11-
yr breaststroke.

There were a couple more
podium finishes in the relays
as, firstly, Smith, Chiles,
James Goodwin and Acer

Woolley finished strongly in
the 11-yr medley relay.

And, in their final year in
the competition, the boys’ 12-
yr quartet of Roan Griffiths,
Leighton Palmer-Whyte,
Karski and Taleb Givans
clocked up a club record in the
freestyle relay.

Others to achieve personal
bests were Irisha Powell, in
both the 9-yr 25m freestyle and
breaststroke, Harriet Gordon
and Smith, in the girls’ and
b oy s ’ 11-yr backstroke respect-
ively, and Luke Butcher in
both the 9-yr breaststroke and
bu t t e r fly.

Additionally, there were per-
sonal best times for Abbey
Turnbull and Jamie Dark in the
10-yr backstrokes, Alex Bartley
in the 11-yr butterfly, Woolley in
the 10-yr butterfly and freestyle
and Palmer-Whyte in the 12-yr
b re a s t s t ro ke.

SWIMMING

Bayliss is proving to
be one for the future
TENNIS: Four Oaks Tennis
Club junior Harry Bayliss
has been chosen by the
Warwickshire LTA to take
part in their ‘Tennis Futures
Prog ramme’ for young
volunteers. Young people
from tennis venues
throughout Warwickshire
were invited to apply and 15-
year-old Bayliss was among
the best ten selected. The
L TA’s Tennis Futures
Programme is their national
initiative to encourage young
volunteers to acquire the
skills needed to plan and run
a tennis tournament. Harry
recently attended a four hour
Introductory Tennis
Volunteers Course at
Warwick University. Now,
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Harry Bayliss has
been chosen by
Warwickshire
LTA for their
‘Futures’ scheme

under the guidance Of Four
Oaks Tennis Club’s head
coach Arnie Benidor, Bayliss
will set out over the next 12
months to carry out 85 hours
of volunteering. The two
main LTA Tournaments at
Four Oaks are the 2014 Four
Oaks LTA Junior Open in the
February school half term
and the open age 2014 LTA
Bradstone Open. Bayliss will
be assisting in the organising
and running of these and will
learn how to use the LTA
tennis tournament planner
and results manager
software, which is employed
at Wimbledon.

College students aim
to shine for Midlands
COLLEGE JOY: Christmas has
come early for 61 learners
from Birmingham
Metropolitan College’s BMET
Sport Academy as they have
qualified for the British
Colleges Sport (BCS) National
Sports Championships taking
place next April. The Team
West Midlands squad, made
up of students from colleges
around the region, were 2013
national champions and are
aiming to repeat their success
for a second year. BMET
Sport Academy students
based across Birmingham
and the Black Country will
compete in 13 competition
categories ranging from 7-a-
side football to trampoline to
basketball at Bath University.
“Our student sportsmen and
sportswomen will make up
around 25% of the 225-strong
Team West Midlands squad,”
commented BMET Sport
Faculty Director, Jason Allen.

Royals set to face
former ace Scott

By MATT PANTER
Sports reporter

SUTTON Coldfield Town will
come across a familiar face as
they travel to Rainworth
Miners Welfare for the start of
a busy Christmas period
tomorrow (Saturday).

The clash has been given
added spice as Rainworth are
managed by former Royals
and Tamworth striker Scott
R i ck a rd s.

Sutton boss Neil Tooth said:
“He will certainly know a little
bit about us.

“T here’s always added spice
about coming up against a
former player. It will be a
tough game for us that’s for
s u re.

“Rainworth is always a dif-
ficult place to go. The con-
ditions are never great and it
blows like a hurricane there.

“It’s even windy in the
middle of the summer! So it’s a
game that will test us but
hopefully we can get a positive
re s u l t . ”

The Royals have injury
problems going into the week-
end with Gary Hay (ribs) and
Stuart McNaught (calf) set to
miss out.

To o t h ’s side also go into the
game on the back of a 1-0 home
defeat to fellow promotion
hopefuls Halesowen.

The Sutton boss said: “We
were poor. It was an awful
game though to be honest.

“They came for a draw and
we should take that as a back-
handed compliment.

“They defended deep and
looked to pick us off when they
had set-pieces. It paid off for
them in the end and we can
have no complaints.

“We have to dust ourselves
off now and go again.”

S u t t o n’s clash with Rain-
worth starts a hectic few days
in the Evo-Stik League.

They host Bedworth United
on Boxing Day before enter-
taining Brigg on December
28.

The Royals then go ‘aw ay ’ to
tenants Romulus on New
Ye a r ’s Day.

“The fixtures over Christ-
mas have fallen nicely for us in
that we are at home three
times, if you include the
Romulus derby,” said Tooth.

“It’s a nice bonus for us and
hopefully we can pick up some
p o i n t s.

“The aim is to make sure we
are in contention at the start of
the new year.

“We are fourth right now
and if we could hold that
position going into January, I
would be very happy.”
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