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SPORT ROUND-UP
TENNISSHORTS
FOUR OAKS TENNIS CLUB
will be hosting their 18th
LTA Ratings Tournament
from Sunday, June 30 to
Saturday, July 13,
sponsored by Bradstone
Products. Local players are
invited to enter the event
which will span the 10 LTA
rating divisions from
beginner level to top
national standard player.
Top seed will be Four Oaks
member 17-year-old Harry
Busby who is 64th in the
British national rankings.
Harry trains in the High
Performance national junior
squad at Edgbaston Priory
and in August will join his
elder brother Jack in the
USA to combine his tennis
and academic studies.
Enter online via the LTA
website or contact
tournament referee Vic
Brown on 07969 171690 or
email Vic_brown1@
hotmail.com
PENNS TENNIS CLUB are
urging players and
spectators to attend the
second Great Midlands
Sportsco Tennis Open 2013
next month. The tournament
runs from Sunday, July 21
to Friday, July 26 and is an
LTA Grade 4 event. Dave
Bishop, sponsor of the
event, said: “The
tournament went well last
year and our plan is to
make this annual event a
key tournament in the
national tennis calendar.
We are looking forward to
welcoming players from all
over the UK and hope that
our local players will do us
proud.” To enter the
tournament, register on line
using the Tournament Code:
WAR13S0564 at
www.lta.org.uk,
pennstennisclub.com or in
store at Sportsco, The
Lanes Shopping Centre,
Birmingham Road, Wylde
Green.
LITTLE ASTON TENNIS
CLUB held its ladies
doubles qualifying
tournament recently and,
after a very competitive day,
two pairs made the
September finals – Lynn
Kirby/Kim Kong and Karen
Kirby/Denise Grundy. In
league action for the club,
Little Aston men's second
team pairings of Pete
Sutton/Terry Rowe and Loz
Ormond/Steve King beat
Coleshill 4-0. The ladies’
team, meanwhile, bounced
from a 4-0 defeat to
Streetly’s third team to
whitewash the fourth team
4-0.
BOLDMERE TENNIS CLUB
held its Rogers Cup mixed
doubles tournament
recently, which was won by
the duo of Christine
Kimberly and Tim Cave with
the pairing of Vicki Denham
and Sam Sansome finishing
runners-up.
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Duo experience mixed fortunes at Snetterton Blues banish bad memories
MOTORSPORT
by winning in Woolacombe
HARD work and perseverance
brought little reward for the
Sutton Coldfield Maximum
KPM pairing of Stewart Lines
and Martin Depper in the VW
Racing Cup at Snetterton.
Having qualified third for
race one, it all went wrong for
Lines in the assembly area as
his car would not start and he
joined the race a lap down but
still made two places to finish
21st.
Depper, meanwhile, qualified 15th on the grid but was up
to tenth by the end of the open-

ing lap and had climbed to sixth
spot at the chequered flag.
Fortunes were reversed in
race two as Depper started
from pole but spun off as a track
marker had holed his radiator,
while Lines, despite starting at
the back of the grid, was into
the top ten within a lap.
Gradually he picked off his
rivals, climbing to seventh at
the end of lap four before
former champion Phil House
was his final victim on the
Bentley Straight, as he
snatched fourth with three
laps to go.
“Another lap and I would

have had third, but I just didn’t
quite get the space to try. I had
a nose inside but if I stayed
there we both might have gone
off,” he said.
Both Depper and Lines also
contested the VAG Trophy in
another pair of Golfs, with the
former seeing a huge lead at
the front disappear when his
turbo failed.
Lines, meanwhile, worked
his way up from fifth on the
opening lap to third at the
finish in torrential rain.
In race two, Lines again
climbed to a solid fourth, with
Depper 1.8secs down in fifth.

Super Smith surges to
Midlands gold medal
SWIMMING
By STEVE HARLOW
Swimming correspondent
ELEVEN youngsters represented Boldmere Swimming
Club at the recent British Gas
ASA Midland 2013 Age Group
Championships at Coventry.
There were five championships debutants – Anya Mee,
Hannah Turnbull, Megan
Holder, Georgina Dolan and
Ben Smith – along with previous
qualifiers
Aristea
Knight, Laura Richardson,
Matt Price, Rachel Wilson,
Elmena Saunders and Ben
Campbell.
Having learned to swim
with Boldmere from the age of
five, Smith has progressed
through the club and was the
youngest to qualify for the
championships in two events
in the 10-year-old age group,
despite a rule change that required all 10-year-olds to
achieve the 11-year-old qualifying times.
With meeting the qualifying
times an achievement in itself,
his medal-winning performances were all the more impressive.
Having set his qualifying
time in a short course 25m
pool, it was Smith’s first 400m
individual medley competition in a long course 50m pool
which saw him win the gold
medal in such a tough event.
He then followed this, in his
second event on the last
Sunday, with a 1.3second personal best in the 100m freestyle to take the silver medal
in a time of 1.10.86mins.

Above: Midland Age Group
Championship 400m individual
medley gold medallist Ben
Smith. Picture by Steve Harlow
Price, 13, competed in seven
events over the championships, finishing in fifth and
sixth place in the 100m fly and
freestyle respectively. In the
400m freestyle, he dropped his
personal best by eight seconds
as well as taking four seconds
off his 200m backstroke time.
Campbell set two freestyle
PBs in the 14-year age group
100m and 200m distances with
1.00.42mins and 2.13.37mins
respectively, while Richardson, 13, also lowered her 200m
backstroke best time by a
second.
Mee, 11, improved her 100m
backstroke best time to
1.24.74mins while Turnbull,
also 11, sliced three seconds off

her best time with a
1.21.74mins swim and 13-yearold Dolan was just outside her
PB in the 100m freestyle.
In the 12-year age group,
Holder also set a PB in the
same event with in 1.16mins.
She also improved her 200m
backstroke time and reduced
her 100m free time down to
1.07.84mins.
Rachel Wilson, 14, qualified
for four events, competing in
the 100m and 200m fly and
200m and 400m freestyle while
Aristea Knight, 12, and
Elmena Saunders, 14, competed in the 200m breaststroke
and freestyle.
Although their training
time is divided between
Boldmere and City of Birmingham coaches there were
five ‘Development Squad’
swimmers competing this
year in City colours – Leo
Karski, Roan Griffiths, Lily
Wood, Alexandra Bartley and
Harriet Gordon.
Karski had a very impressive championship, winning
the 11-year-old BAGCATs
(British Age Group Category)
top boy award after claiming
triple gold in the 200m and
400m Freestyle and 400m IM
along with three silvers in the
100m freestyle, 200IM and
200m Fly.
Championship
debutants
Bartley and Woods, both 10,
also impressed with the
former picking up five medals;
200m free (gold), 200m IM and
400m free (silver) and 100m
free and 400m IM (bronze),
with the latter taking the gold
in the 100m free and bronze in
the longer 400 free.
TENNIS: Sutton Coldfield Tennis
Club duo Frankie George and
Mack Holtom proved they were
real aces by shining at the
Warwickshire U12 Girls AEGON
Team Tennis Competition. The
final match was against
Beechwood from Coventry and
both George and Holtom won
their singles matches 6-1 and 62 respectively. That clinched
first place overall after an
impressive record in the
competition in which they won
not just all 18 of the matches
they played but every set too,
losing only 19 games out of a
total 127 between them. Sutton
head coach Chris Johnson said:
“This is a fantastic effort from
both Frankie and Mack. Winning
their matches convincingly
throughout the competition has
given them a lot of confidence.”

JUNIOR FOOTBALL
SUTTON Town Juniors Blues
under-11s made a triumphant
return to the recent annual
football
tournament
in
Woolacombe, Devon, winning
the competition in unbeaten
fashion and receiving the
trophy from former Wales ace
John Hartson.
The Blues suffered the
heartbreak last year of dominating the final but being unable to put the ball in the net
and ultimately losing out in a
penalty shoot-out.
However, they put this disappointment behind them,
despite being limited through
injuries to a squad of just nine
players, thereby having no
substitutes
available
throughout a gruelling tournament of eight 25-minute
games in two days.
They nevertheless comfortably won all four games on the
opening day, including a 5-0
defeat of local rivals Colron.
Tiredness and the absence
of available substitutes took
their toll on the second day as

Blues were held to three successive draws which, nonetheless, secured their place in the
final, a re-match against Colron.
The final was a much closer
affair than the earlier round,
an exciting and tense match in
which the Blues produced a
late equaliser with a fantastic
strike by Ajay Pammenter to
make it 1-1 and send the tie
through to the dreaded penalties once more.
This time, a series of coollytaken spot-kicks combined
with some fine goalkeeping
saw the Blues home and set up
rapturous on-field celebrations as the ghost of the previous year’s final was laid to
rest.
The Blues squad of Jacob
Harding-George, James Donaghue, Adam Perks, Sam
Palmer, Matt Freer, Edoardo
Bisconti, Matt Rimmer, Ajay
Pammenter, James Pugh and
injured stars Alex Smith and
Rowan Dickinson are pictured
collecting the trophy from
former
West
Ham
star
Hartson.

Romulus under-14s won the
Midland Junior Premier League
Major Cup, beating a very
strong Aylestone Park team.
The Roms were 1-0 down after a

closely-contested first half but
dominated the second period
and goals from Brandon Jones
and Joe Webb sealed the
victory.

PAGET APPEAL: Paget
Rangers are looking to
strengthen their existing
under-16s side ahead of the
new season. Anyone
interested in joining, should
call John Somers on 07786
428791.
SUTTON SEARCH: Sutton
United under-11s (year 6) are
looking for new players in all
positions. All players are
welcome to attend training.
For further details, call Jamie
on 07931 426139.

FOOTBALLSHORTS
CASTLE CALL: Castle Vale
JKS under-14s are looking for
players, including a
goalkeeper, for the 2013/14
season. The side plays in
Division One of the Lichfield
League and trains on
Saturdays at 10.30am at
Farnborough Road in Castle
Vale. Anyone interested in
joining the side should call
Simon on 07960 843265 or
Barry on 07926 845475.

