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‘Pressure on Salford
not us’, says Tooth
FOOTBALL
By SCOTT SMITH
Sports Reporter

GOLDS GALORE: Boldmere Swimming Club managed to achieve 38 gold medals during three weeks of competition in the Warwickshire Championships. The team also landed
more than 50 silver and bronze medals from the event at Coventry’s 50m pool. Turn inside to page 122 for the full story.
Picture by Steve Harlow.

Job not finished yet for
Sutton insists Sixsmith
HOCKEY
By SCOTT SMITH
Sports Reporter
SUTTON Coldfield Ladies
hockey star Jane Sixsmith
MBE believes that the job is
only half done after seeing the
Mighty Pinks claim the Investec National Conference
West title last weekend.
The ladies were crowned
champions following their 1-1
draw with Swansea City and
now head into the play-offs to
determine which teams are
promoted and relegated in the
Investec Women’s Hockey
League.
Although Sixsmith was
pleased to have won the title,
she says there is still a long

way to go this season.
“I’m delighted,” she said. “It
was still very much touch and
go around four games ago as
Stourport were our main
rivals and looked like running
us all the way for the title.
“They lost their way a little
bit though and we managed to
capitalise and came through
with a couple of really close
and hard fought games.
“It is just great for us to be
off to the play-offs again but we
know that the job isn’t completed yet.
“We know that we have got a
tough couple of weeks coming
up though.
“There are two sides we
know we will be facing and it is
just a matter of waiting for this
weekend’s fixtures to see who

we will be potentially playing
from the Premier.”
Sutton now join the winners
of the North and East Investec
Conferences to play-off at the
end of the season with the
ninth-placed team in the Investec Premier Division.
Two places in the top Divison are up for grabs – the
bottom team in the Investec
Premier Division having automatically been relegated.
The first play-off game is on
Sunday, April 3 at Beeston
Hockey Club with the second
and third play-off games are
on April 16 and 17 at Lee Valley
Hockey Centre in London.
“We obviously don’t know
the order of play yet but those
two games in the Olympic
Park could be great,” Sixsmith

(pictured, right) added.
“What we do know though
is that two of the four sides
taking part are going to go
up, which is a pretty good
ratio and for us it is a great
chance to get into the
Premier League.
“It would be quite easy
for us to simply sit back
and relax this weekend
against Olton and West
Warwicks but we know
that we have the playoffs coming up and we
want to be going into
them in the best form
we can.
“Plus it is a local
derby on Saturday so
you have another factor
as you never want to
lose one of those.”

Mayweather’s ‘pound for pound’ title successor in Broadhurst’s sights
BOXING
DON Broadhurst has the
pound-for-pound king of boxing in his sights.
The Erdington flyweight returns after a two-year break at
Villa Park on Saturday, May 14
– and he is aiming high.
Broadhurst (pictured) says
he has Roman ‘Chocolatito’
Gonzalez on his radar.
Since Floyd Mayweather jr
retired, boxing pundits have
placed Gonzalez at the top of
the pound-for-pound lists.
The Nicaraguan has won all
44 fights, has captured world

titles at three weights and currently holds the WBC flyweight title.
Broadhurst says that further down the line, he would
love to challenge Gonzalez.
The 32-year-old said: “I’m
coming back because I want to
win titles. The flyweight division in Britain looks wide
open and even at world level,
there’s nobody that fazes me –
not even Roman Gonzalez.
“I know everyone says he’s
the pound-for-pound No 1, but
I was a world-class amateur
and want to test myself against
the best in the world as a pro as

well.”
Broadhurst has captured Commonwealth
and Midlands Area
titles at super-flyweight
in his 20-fight pro career, but says his
many supporters
will see the best of
him at flyweight.
He said: “I’m
big and strong
at 8st, but
those
extra
3lbs at the
higher
level
make a big difference.

“I was winning at 8st 3lbs, so
nobody said to me: ‘Don, we
had better change things.’ I
know now that I’m not naturally big enough and strong
enough to box at the
highest level at 8st 3lbs.
“I believe if I had
boxed my whole career
at eight stones, I would
be a world champion
by now. I hope I can
fulfil my potential at
eight stones. I’m not
the youngest flyweight
around, but it’s not as if
I’ve had lots of hard
fights.”

Broadhurst, sponsored by
Nelson Recruitment, hopes
victory at Villa Park in May
will lead to a spot on a big
televised bill.
Eddie Hearn has been
bringing the Sky Sports cameras to Birmingham and
Broadhurst said: “There’s no
reason why Eddie wouldn’t
want to put me on his
shows.
“I sell a lot of tickets and
with him behind me I can get
the title shots I want.”
Tickets for the show at
Villa Park are available from
07979 876589.

SUTTON Coldfield Town
manager Neil Tooth believes
that his side can relax
somewhat this weekend with
all the pressure being on
their hosts Salford City.
The Manchester side have
had the national spotlight
broadcast on them after
being taken over by members
of the Class of 92, appearing
in a TV production and
making the FA Cup second
round this season.
Tooth feels that all the
pressure will be on Salford as
he looks for another victory
tomorrow: “They are a side
that are pushing for
promotion, I would say there
is a bit of pressure on them if
anything as following the TV
documentary everyone
knows they have a billionaire
owner and the Class of 92 onboard. There will be a good
crowd in and it should be
even bigger I’d imagine with
Manchester United and City
not playing until Sunday.
“We don’t go into this
game preparing any
differently to any other one
though. They may have some
big name players but we are
looking to finish as high as
possible in the table and they
have lost 10 games this
season and we are looking to
make it 11.”
The manager was also
looking forward to linking
up with his opposition
number in Anthony Johnson:
“I actually get on really well
with their manager, the
documentary portrayed him
as this guy who was always
having a go but I phone him
up for reports on opposition
and he is always doing the
same. He isn’t anything like
how he was shown on TV as
when we get to 3pm on a
Saturday we all change our
ways.”
Tooth is hoping to record
back-to-back victories
following a last-gasp winner
at Hyde United last weekend:
“We started the game with a
slight change in formation to
usual as I went with a 3-5-2
and had a couple of wide
men on the bench to bring on
if needed.
“As soon as we went
behind I realised we needed
some more physicality up
front and Joel Kettle has got
a goal and then has caused
hassle for their centre-halfs
and led to us getting the
winning goal.”
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