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Town boss hails cup heroes
but focus is back on league
FOOTBALL

By NATHAN BRIANT
Sports reporter

SUTTON Coldfield Town
boss Neil Tooth has praised
his heroes for reaching the
final of the Birmingham
Senior Cup but insists their
league form remains the
p r i o r i t y.

Town shocked Southern
Premier promotion hopefuls
Stourbridge – who could be
playing in the Conference
North or South next season –
5-4 after extra time in the semi-
final at Coles Lane on Tuesday
night.

And Tooth said: “It was fant-
astic. I can’t say it was pleas-
ant – my nerves were shot – bu t
I’m so proud of the boys be-
cause they never give up and

never know when they are
beaten. They deserve it.

“If you want to be in any
final, obviously the play-off fi-
nal would be the priority but
the Birmingham Senior Cup is
the next one.

“Stourbridge are a good
team and for a long time they
dominated us but our lads nev-
er give up. Our gameplan
worked – we knew they would
have possession.

“Of course you’re disappoin-
ted when you concede goals
but you have to give Stour-
bridge credit.”

A waterlogged pitch meant
last Saturday’s league match at
Carlton Town was postponed
but Tooth said he was de-
lighted injured players could
return to his depleted squad
without missing a game.

Phil Male and Luke Edwards
had recovered from injuries
and were fit to play Carlton and
Tooth is hoping Mark Danks
will be available for Saturday’s
home match against Hucknall.

But Daryl Taylor, sidelined
with fractured ribs and
bruised kidneys, will be out
for another three or four
weeks, while Tooth is unsure
when defender Joel Kettle will
retur n.

On facing Hucknall, who sit
bottom of the league, Tooth
said: “T hey’ll have a squad
playing for the love of football
and not money, young players

trying to impress and playing
for next season. We won’t take
them for granted.

“We go in as massive
favourites, of course, but they
will be fit and will be trying
hard. As long as we remain
professional we can win.”

Sutton sit in the final play-
off place, eight points ahead of
sixth-placed Halesowen Town
and Tooth says they are happy
with their league position.

“Fifth place has always been
our aim. We know there is a
nice cushion at the moment
and it is a cliché but there are
no easy games,” he said.

“With the run we’ve been on
we should be clear, but credit
to Halesowen and Chasetown.
They have put good runs to-
gether. It’s in our hands and
t h at ’s what we’ve wanted.”

Tooth hopes to strengthen his
squad by signing an unnamed
player before the registration
deadline next Thursday.

Phil Male is
back from injury
for Sutton
Coldfield Town’s
testing run-in

Ollie’s army claim
Ashby road crown

ATHLETICS: Royal Sutton
Coldfield Athletics Club
triumphed in both the team
and individual events at the
Ashby 20-mile road race last
weekend. Starting off at a
controlled pace, Ollie
Harradence let a small group
of runners take the initial
lead but soon pulled them
back and by halfway was

Right: Boldmere Swimming Club’s youngsters enjoyed
a record-breaking and medal-laden weekend at the
Warwickshire Championships. The squad claimed a
host of podium positions, personal bests and club
records at the second weekend of the three-week
championships. See page 155. Picture: Steve Harlow
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Ollie Harradence
led Royal Sutton
AC to victory at
the Ashby 20-
mile road race

leading the race by himself.
He ran out the eventual
winner in a time of 1.54hrs.
The club also won the team
competition with Harradence
supported by Russell
Simpson (2.03hrs) and Steve
Marklew (2.05hrs). The
performances augur well for
the team’s participation in
the London Marathon next
month where 14 members
will be flying the Sutton
cl u b ’s flag.

Evo-Stik Northern Premier League
First Division South

P W L Pts
Coalville Town ........ 32 24 3 77
Kings Lynn Town .... 32 21 4 70
Stamford ............... 33 20 9 64
Belper Town........... 34 17 5 63
SUTTON COLDFIELD 34 18 10 60
Halesowen Town .... 33 16 13 52
Chasetown ............ 33 14 10 51
Northwich Victoria .. 33 14 12 49
Leek Town ............. 33 13 10 49
Gresley FC ............. 34 14 13 49
Carlton Town.......... 32 13 12 46
Brigg Town............. 34 12 12 46
Sheffield FC ........... 30 11 12 40
Kidsgrove Athletic... 35 11 17 40
Market Drayton Tn .. 34 10 14 40
Loughborough Dyn.. 34 10 15 39
Rainworth MW........ 34 11 17 39
Newcastle Town ..... 32 8 12 36
Lincoln United ........ 33 8 18 31
Mickleover Sports... 33 5 16 27
ROMULUS ............. 34 6 20 26
Hucknall Town........ 34 4 26 16
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