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TOP FINISH FOR BOLDMERE AT
THE JUNIOR INVITATION MEET

March marked another month of successful racing for Team
Boldmere - this time at the Junior Invitation Meet (JIM),
promoted and organised by our Club.

This year's event took place on 5 March at Ladywood Leisure
Centre where Boldmere was represented by 86 swimmers, aged
8 to 12 years old. Between them, they secured a total of 32 medals,
10 Gold, 8 Silver, and 14 Bronze - more than any of the teams
racing on the day. The entire Boldmere squad was on top form,
also scoring a total of 260 personal bests (PBs).

Six other Midlands clubs took part in the event - Blythe
Barracudas, Halesowen, Kingsbury Aquarius, Orion, Solihull and
Stratford Sharks - all contributing massively to the event with
their high-quality swimming, enthusiasm, and cheering.

We are particularly grateful to our 91-strong team of fantastic
volunteers that took charge of the varied roles needed to run a
meet of this size - from team managers, catering staff, control
room volunteers, security, officials, and so many others. A huge 
'Thank You' to all for making the event run so smoothly and
positively.

A special mention to Martin Harrison who took on the role of
promoter for the first time, as well as Keith Munday as Lead
Referee and Tom Williams, Officials Coordinator. Without them,
this meet would not have been able to take place. (continued on
Page 3)
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Firstly, I hope you are all enjoying the Boldmere newsletter,
now in its third monthly edition. Our aim is to try and keep
everyone informed of what is going on across the club; and
with over 585 members and 100+ volunteers across 72
sessions/week that is - sometimes - not a small task. However,
I am really pleased that we are making positive steps towards
sharing information from across the various parts of the club
regularly and equitably, and want to thank all of those that are
contributing behind the scenes. We are also relying on you to
let us know if you have any questions or specific stories, ideas
and questions you need us to cover. If you do, please write to
Krassi at communications@teamboldmere.co.uk.

Secondly, I wanted to make you aware that Swim England
have recently published their new Heart of Aquatic Plan - the
2023 Safeguarding, Welfare and Culture Plan. It is dedicated
to making our sport and activities accessible, inclusive and
safe for people of all ages and backgrounds.

With this in mind, I am very pleased to share that we at
Boldmere are fully compliant with the Swim England
Wavepower Guidance, all of our teachers and coaches are
appropriately trained in safeguarding matters, and we take
them very seriously. In addition, Elaine Gale and I work within
the County, Region, and National Governing Body and have
both received praise for Boldmere’s approach to good
governance and safeguarding. Well done everyone, let’s keep
our standards very high and enjoy our aquatic sports.

However, if you have any concerns, it is most important that
you report them to a Welfare Officer or myself as quickly as
possible; we will treat your concerns sensitively and
appropriately.

Club Welfare – Kate Hickenbottom
welfare@teamboldmere.co.uk 

County Welfare Officer – Elaine Gale
welfare@warwickshireasa.co.uk

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN
BY KEITH MUNDAY

DON'T FORGET TO USE 
EASYFUNDRAISING WHEN

YOU SHOP!

Remember to use the
Easyfundraising app or

website every time when
you shop. Every penny you

raise will be used by the
club to buy much needed

equipment which supports
your child throughout their

swimming journey. 

BOLDMERE RAISES
FUNDS FOR CLUB

EQUIPMENT

Membership Growth
Grant - equipment for
Competitive squads,

Learn to Swim and Water
Polo - £2,253

Growth Grant - Learn to
Swim Adult Project - 

 £1,000

We are delighted to share
that we have successfully
secured funding from SE

West Midlands for the
purchase of club equipment

as below.
 

 
We will provide you with a

further update on this in the
next newsletter!

https://www.swimming.org/swimengland/heart-of-aquatics/
mailto:welfare@teamboldmere.co.uk
mailto:welfare@teamboldmere.co.uk
mailto:welfare@warwickshireasa.co.uk
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(Cont.) If this was the first time some of our parents and
grandparents volunteered, we hope they found the experience
rewarding and enjoyable. We would very much like to
encourage them to support us again very soon - details of
forthcoming events will be shared with you through this
newsletter and other channels. No previous experience is
required!

Commenting on the results from the JIM, Marcus Atkin, Junior
Swimming Team Coach, said: "It was another very successful
day for our swimmers, with over 70 of them - from our Starfish
all the way to National Age squads - taking part in this event.
The teaching and coaching team were so impressed by their
technical improvement but more importantly with their
enthusiasm to swim fast and work with their fellow Boldmere
teammates. 

"We'd like to specifically praise the swimmers from the Starfish,
Dolphins, and Sharks squads who performed really well and
showcased the progress they have made this season. For many
of them, the JIM was their first major gala and they rose to the
occasion superbly.

Finally, I would also like to mention our phenomenal relay
team who won the 8 x 50m Cannon relay event by some
distance. The team, made up of our top swimmers in each age
group, put out some fantastic fast swims and represented
Boldmere magnificently. Well done Florence N, Lev S, Beatrix L,
Nicholas L, Charlotte J, Seb P, Sian A, and Archie D-T."

COMPETITIVE SWIMMING UPDATE

JUNIOR INVITATION MEET
Marc Forster, Head Coach at

Boldmere Swimming and
Water Polo, also

commented:
 

"The JIM is always a
fantastic event run by the

club for the younger
swimmers, so they are able

to race and begin to cut
their teeth in a competitive

environment. From the
coaches' perspective, it is

fantastic to see and feel the
energy and enjoyment that

the children and parents
bring to this meet.

 
The JIM allows them to

show off all the work they
have put into the training

pool over the last four
months. The improvements

that they have made are
brilliant to see and are

testament to the
commitment of both 

 swimmers and coaches.
I can't wait to see how this
translates into the Junior

League results in the
coming months. 

 
Well done to everyone who

swam and helped out on
the day!"

LET'S BE
SOCIABLE!

https://www.facebook.com/SwimBoldmere/
https://twitter.com/swimboldmere
https://www.instagram.com/boldmere_swim_and_water_polo
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The weekend of the 11th and 12th March was the first Level 1
open meet of the season and Boldmere took a strong team
with swimmers from both the National Youth and National Age
Squads.

We had a fantastic event with almost every swimmer bettering
PBs right through to a creditable medal haul (please see
separate stats on social media).

What was really impressive was how well swimmers
demonstrated their individual progress in terms of the
combination of technique and skills. As coaches, we talk about
these as the foundations of great swimming. So it was hugely
pleasing to see swimmers applying the hard work for skills they
put in the training pool, coming through in races, and
delivering on their own hopes and processes discussed
through the pre-race chats.

The result of this excellent application, determination and
motivation is considerable growth in Boldmere’s tally of
qualifying swims for the West Midland’s Summer
Championships. We have one more qualifying meet for the
Regionals in the shape of the Derventio Excel April Open meet
in Sheffield 31/3-2/4, which will be even faster as we taper into
the summer long course season.

Well done to all the swimmers for a fantastic set of swims, at a
superbly run competition. You were a credit to Boldmere with
your enthusiasm and team spirit, and this was not unnoticed
by others at the meet. Thank you to all the team managers,
parents and everyone behind the scenes that support the
swimmers in their successes.

Bring on the next meet!!!

Yours sincerely,

Robin Surgeoner
Assistant Head Coach

COMPETITIVE SWIMMING UPDATE

NOVA OPEN MEET COMING UP IN APRIL
 

CITY OF LEICESTER 
OPEN MEET

AND DERVENTIO EXCEL
SPRING QUALIFIER

31 MARCH, 1ST & 2ND APRIL
 

Selected members of our JD3,
National Age and National

Youth squads are competing
at the end of the month at

both of these meets
 

We wish them all the very best
of luck and will report results
from the meets in the next

newsletter!
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Maryse Magnee (City of Birmingham and Boldmere), Hugh Mason-Williams (City
of Birmingham and Boldmere) and William Tonks (Boldmere) were selected to
represent the West Midlands in the 72nd English Schools’ Swimming Association
(ESSA) Inter-Divisional Championships at the Alan Higgs Centre in Coventry on
11th and 12th March.

This is the premier event in the English Schools calendar and attracts the majority
of the best school-age swimmers from across the country. Teams from 8 regions
(Eastern, East Midlands, London, North East, North West, South East, South West,
and West Midlands) competed in 100 individual and relay events across three age
groups which included, for the first time this year, para races. The West Midlands
team had 30 swimmers from Clubs as far afield as Stoke-on-Trent in the north of
the region to Worcester in the south.

It was a wonderful experience for our swimmers and included an overnight team
stay in a hotel. Competition was fierce in all races and the atmosphere was
brilliant, each region in their own bright colours cheering on and supporting each
other superbly.

Our Boldmere swimmers swam fantastically well. Will and Hugh received bronze
medals as part of their age group medley relay team and all three contributed
significantly to a West Midlands team that finished 3rd overall.

Well done to Maryse, Hugh and Will, and congratulations to all of the West
Midlands team on finishing third.

COMPETITIVE SWIMMING UPDATE

BOLDMERE SWIMMERS IN TOP SCHOOLS'
COMPETITION
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At the risk of teasing you all, in mid-February the majority of the Boldmere National Youth Squad jetted
off to the sun for a week’s intensive training camp in Teguise, Lanzarote. And we weren’t disappointed!
It stopped raining as soon as we arrived, and despite the odd shower here and there we never actually
got rained on, proven by the tans that everyone came home with.

What a fantastic place we booked into - a 10-lane outdoor Olympic training pool, superbly equipped
gym from cardio to free weights and everything in between. And as it turned out as much food and
beverage as we could have wanted, all beautifully cooked and prepared, and mostly very healthy too,
(some chips may have been consumed as well). So we kept up a competition to see who could have the
healthiest and most colorful plates of food (100s and 1000s not included) throughout our stay.

The coaching team had set up the camp to be 10 2-hours sessions from Friday to Wednesday, plus lots
of land work in terms of pre- and post pool work, and specific gym sessions. Swimming 9-11 in the
mornings and 4-6 in the evenings meant up for breakfast at 7am to fuel up and ready to be poolside for
8:45, long relaxed lunch breaks, rest and relaxation then back to the pool for 3:45 ready for the next
6,000m, then into dinner at 6:45pm for some very welcome re-fuelling.

Evenings were spent socialising as a group and with some of the other teams at the facility, plus some
learning opportunities and the best quiz ever too. We were among great company including teams
from Northern Ireland, The Welsh Bridge End County Team, Derventio, an Italian squad, a Danish
Squad, a tri-athlete pro team and many others too. I testament to the quality of the hotel and sports
amenities on offer.

From my perspective as camp coach, I have to commend every swimmer for the level of engagement
motivation and effort put into every training session. It was incredible to see the skills and stamina
develop despite the building fatigue, and we finished with a comparative sprint set where everyone
improved from the same set earlier in the week.

Looking forward, our task is to consolidate these improvements and gains as we progress through the
rest of the season, and as it was such a success, start to think about when and where we go again.

COMPETITIVE SWIMMING UPDATE

GREETINGS FROM LANZAROTE
BY ROBIN SURGEONER



Puffins

Julius A Jomana A Naomi C Liam E Habeel M Maya M

Walter M Maya R Zala-Mai S Noah R Rosa S Iziah T

Saffie T Eko V

LEARN TO SWIM (LTS)
Learn to swim has been really busy this month, with all our swimmers being assessed for their next
distance award. The teachers are so proud of all everyone and how far they have progressed. Well
done also to all those who didn’t get their next award -we could still see huge improvements in
technique and we are sure you’ll get your next award when we assess you next time.

Certificates and badges are available to collect after training sessions. Thanks to all the parents who
volunteered to help process all these certificates. 
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5 meters

Zakariya B Charlotte F Lilly E Alex H Ella H Alice H

Annie I Rowan S-N Naomi S Leanne T-B George V Clodagh W

Ariel W Anya Y

10 meters

Aidan C Mia D C Maximus F-D Sami M Oliver S Summer L



LEARN TO SWIM (LTS) (CONT.)
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15 meters

Ethan E Alfie F Jess F Arlo F Aiden L Harry L

Harry T Aahan S

20 meters

Evelyn A Conor B Finley B Jake D Esha D Alex L

Thomas L Leo M Teddy M Sam R Alex R Amelia W

Lei Y

25 meters

Adam B James B George B Lily-Mae C Bianca C Anna F

Rosie G Elizabeth H Theo K Adiyy L Iris M-P Imogen P

Riona R Maryam R Dhillon S Anastasia S Haper Y

400 meters

Nathaniel C Rayyah D-K Assem D  Matisse J Kieran O'D Luke P

Nikhil R Leila S Albert T Oliwia W George W



LEARN TO SWIM (LTS) (CONT.)
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50 meters

Clara A Vinnie A Lewis B Oliver B Scarlett B-W Jack F

Jimmy F Albert H Cara H Lucy H Mia H-B Luisa I

Riley K Lewis L Amelia M Max P Charlie P Esme S

Aine S Caoimhe W

100 meters

Ziad A Poppy B Sienna B Ariadne C Camila C Ava B

Isabella F Gabe F Filip M Nate G Abigail L Isabelle L

Maddie M Lena S Rudy S Maddie M Lena S Rudy S

Jaidev S Jacob S Annette T-B Davanee W

200 meters

Zac A Tunc A Jacob A George B Grace B Ben B

Henry B Sofia C Ipsita D Rhiyan D Cleo F-D Austin G

Emily H Elodie L Sophia L Bella R Hope S Maxim M

Bea S Parsa S Masha Y



Date Meet Location Squads
Date open
for entries

Date
entries
close

25
Mar

Junior League Round 1 TBC
Selected swimmers

aged 9 – 12
N/A N/A

31 Mar
-2 Apr

City of Leicester Age
Group Open meet

Braunstone,
Leicester

Selected squads Closed Closed

31 Mar
-2 Apr

The eXcel Spring Qualifier
Meet Derventio eXcel

Level 1

Ponds Forge,
Sheffield

Closed Closed

4-9
Apr

British Swimming
Championships 2023

Ponds Forge,
Sheffield

N/A N/A

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Please see below details of upcoming meets. For full details of the Boldmere competition plan
please visit the website HERE. Where information about these events is available online, it can be
obtained by clicking on the meet name below.
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https://www.swimmingmeetresults.co.uk/COLeicester/
https://uk.teamunify.com/wmrbold/__doc__/2022_2023_Boldmere_Competition_Plan.pdf
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What is Junior League? 

Well, think of it a bit like a football league -
and ours is the Nuneaton and District Junior
League. 48 teams from across the Midlands
compete in three divisions. There are 18
teams in Divisions 1 and 2, and 12 in Division 3. 

There are three rounds of galas with six
teams per gala. Teams win points based on
the outcome of the gala: 6 points for 1st place
down to 1 point for 6th place. After the three
rounds are completed, the top 6 teams in
each Division compete in a Divisional Final
for a chance to win a trophy. 

Each year, the bottom four teams in each
Division are relegated and the top four are
promoted. 

Is it a big deal? 

Yes, it definitely is. It is a very competitive
league. It is a privilege to be invited to
represent the club and it means you have
shown us you can swim fast!

At Boldmere, we compete to win. We use the
PB charts as well as the national Swimming
rankings to pick the best available team of 9-
12-year-old swimmers who will score the
most points on the day (age as at the date of
the final in September, so if you are between
9 and 12 years old on that day in September
you get to compete). 

We compete in two teams: Boldmere A in
Division 1 and Boldmere B in Division 2. 

JUNIOR LEAGUE?

2014 - 2nd
2012 - won
2011 - won
2010 - won
2008 - won

When is it? 

The League starts in Spring, with three
rounds in March, May and June. They are
usually on a Saturday evening and last about
2 hours.  If we qualify, the Final is in
September.

Can I choose my races? 

Not this time. We swim to win, so we pick for
you. Our Coaching Team picks our best
swimmers for each event based on the PB
charts and National rankings times. 9-year-
olds only swim 25m races, and 10 to 12-year-
olds compete in 50m races (except for
Butterfly - the 10-year olds only have to swim
25m for that one).

Do we really get a Team Bus?

Yes, when we travel more than 26 miles from
Wyndley, we like to arrive as a Team. You will
be invited to join us on the team bus if we are
traveling this way. And yes, it’s great fun! 

When did Boldmere reach the national
finals?

Below are some of the years when our teams
qualified us for the Southern National Finals.

Questions or ideas on what you want to see here next? 
Get in touch newsletter@teamboldmere.co.uk

mailto:newsletter@teamboldmere.co.uk

